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it. The life spon of most reptiles hos lengthe-
ned greatly; breeding hos become quite nor-
mal. I think that the natural colours have not
made a big hit with the public, but albinos and
the colour vorionts have interested a new
generation of reptile lovers. This hos cılso

occurred in the aquarium and the bird world.
Nowadays it is possible to keep olive corals
and other marine-life in your living room, ond
new colour varieties of birds can be bought in

every pet-store. In these fields, it was also
commerce that created the conditions for the
success of it all. It is even possible to obtain
special food—fluids for colibries by mail.

I think that people ore very sensitive to
colours around them. The world we live in hos
nothing natural. ony more. Most of our pets
are very far from what they were in nature,
but this doesn’t offect the quality of life they
live. For reptiles it is (in my view) a good thing
that they are worth quite a lot of money. Their
chances to live have increased a lot because of

that. You do not buy an animal that will cost a
small fortune casually, while an onimal worth
a nickel can be replaced easily.

My question to the animol protectors is: What
is it with hybrids ond albinos? They are not
'robbed' from noture; this is not on issue. Also

complicated rules like Cites ore not necessory.
They do not occur in the natural environment
and they are not pitiful. It is pitiful to see oni-
mals ’yonked' out of their hobitot ond placed
in shops' without any treatment against poro-
sites. Hybrids und albino's will decrease the

quest for these lwild caught' onimols, there is

a constant request ot local pet-shops in my
neighbourhood for albino guttoto. If this

_
trend continues in the Netherlands, the repti-
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le-smugglers will be out of business very soon
and will not have to take the ”very lost" out
of their natural environment.

Hybrids ore, I think, o problem for cı lot of

governments. Which law applies? At this
moment we have hybrids of Elaphe ond Lom-

propeltis and of Elaphe ond Pituophis. It is
also possible to interbreed Australian
pythons, as it is with Python molurus molurus
ond Python molurus bivittatus (albino). And
lost year at the ’snoke-day' in Houten, there
was o so-called Python retica for sale, which
is the product of Python reticulatus and
Python molurus bivittotus. l wonder under
which Cites-low this Python falls. Those who
want to have Cites-declaration have to poy.
This is the way the government makes money
on rore reptiles, while animal-conservatio-
nists fill their pockets with money donated
ofter television programs with images of
smugglers ond bod keeping of snokes.

But it has to be recognised that millions of
people around the world enioy the keeping
ond maintenance of reptiles. Everyone who
keeps reptiles, hears the phrase every now
and then ’have you seen this or that on the
Discovery Channel or the National Geograp-
hic Chonnel?’ There had been o program on
reptiles the evening before. Even people,
who usuolly do not like reptiles, mostly fall
for an albino specimen.

I’m not surprised about this anymore; we
have done it to birds, fish, plants ond even
our own environment, so it was bound to also
happen to reptiles. All these developments
have lead to the acceptance of the general
public, to the ioy we have in keeping reptiles,
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