





ABOUT HYBRIDS AND REPTILES AS COLOUR-CANARIES

and the years of pleasure we have doing this.
Lots of people only see reptiles on TV and
hardly ever in their natural environment.
This is not only due to their hidden way of life
but also to the decreasing numbers, due to
the widely known factors which cause this.

It is ironic, that area’s with a lot of reptiles,
are also the areas where the people live
under poor conditions. The populations in
these areas of the world need help, but often
the help they get is devastating for the repti-
le population in the area. And it is an illusion
to say: ‘we will bring the reptiles back to that
environment and release them.

In Thailand the first green lguana’s have been
sighted, in Australia foreign reptiles have
been released, with all the consequences that
brings. Frog populations have been infected,

Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta, albino. Photo by: Marcel van der Voort.

probably by researchers. These are some of
many mishaps, which we repfile-lovers have
always pointed out. But albino’s and hybrids
fall outside these criticisms, as far as I'm con-
cerned. They are here, that's a fact, and | can
certainly understand that people love them
and buy them. Maybe it is because of these
animals that the terrarium business has expe-
rienced such a boom. Almost every month a
new pet-store opens somewhere in the
Netherlands, probably also in the rest of Euro-
pe. That's why | wrote this article. The trend
has been set in the USA, and will probably
come to Europe as well. | like change; it will
appeal to the public. It is also a good side
effect that albino’s and hybrids reduce the
capture of reptiles from the wild. This last
category is, I'm afraid, bad. Chances of survi-
val: the existence of many snake species is
endangered, and some will become extinct.
Some of these, we will never even know what
they looked like or how they lived. Snake-
lovers will have no knowledge of this and will
never the less have a lot of pleasure in having
and keeping snakes.
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