


AN ADULT NAJA KAOUHTIA
WITHOUT A TONGUE

mouse, which she grabbed in the same way, only this
time she started eafing it from the hind legs forward,
but due to her size (approx. 1 meter) this posed no
problems.

| decided to leave her and wait to see if she would di-
gest the mice properly. The temperature in the tank
was about 30°C, dropping to 21 degrees at night.
Everything went according to fashion, and the next
time | fed her she ate 4 mice.

Now after two and a half years she regularly eats
mice, although not always live ones. Her appearance
is great but she almost spends all of her fime in her
hiding box. | really have to attract her attention
when | feed her. When | place more than one prey
item in her tank there are always some remaining
dead mice left which she has bitten only to let go of
and bite another one. It also occurred that if the
mouse bit back, and she let go of it, she wasn't able
to track it. It seems she really needs visual stimulation
to trace her prey. If | (by using a long forceps) move
a dead mouse in front of her she will eat it.

| give her water by placing her body in the water,
so she can surely find it.

Her handicap has made her very reclusive, she never
crawls around searching for prey. It seems she knows
that | will attract her attention at feeding fime, and
she accepts her life the way it is. I'm not sure if | can
breed this pair. | don't know whether the loss of her
tongue occurred due fo an accident or infection. In
my opinion it does not seem fo be genetic.

Translation: Peter Schilperoord
Corrections: Lawrence Smith

The Naja Kaouhtia without a fongue.
Photo by Marcel van der Voort.
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