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INTRODUCTION

In this article, | would like to describe how | became
so enthusiastic about this species. At first, | will tell
you something about the species and later on, | will
tell you about some of my experiences with Corallus
hortulanus hortulanus and Corallus hortulanus cooki.
There will be things mentioned, which most readers
will already know but | still thought they were a
worthwhile contribution to this article.

THE FAMILY BOIDAE (GRAY 1825)

The general features of boidae are: eyes with verfical
elliptical pupils, narrow nostrils, many rows of scales
around the body, narrow ventral scales, the presence
of two fully developed lungs, they lack small teeth on
the premaxilla (the pythons still contain these), the
pelvis is rudimentary for hind legs(you can find these
on each side of the cloacal opening, the so called
spurs). In male animals, you can see these spurs very
clearly, in female animals these spurs are very small
and sometimes difficult to see.
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Corallus hortulanus hortulanus. Breeder: T. Simon, Kirchen (Germany).

Photo by A. Bening.
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CORALLUS (DAUDIN 1803)

Corallus species are mostly arboreal boas, with the
head very distinct from the neck, the tail moderately
long and prehensile. The anterior teeth are long and
curved. The labials are deeply pitted and contain
heat-sensitive pits, which can defect temperature
variations of 0.025°C.

Corallus hortulanus hortulanus. Breeder: G. Hollander, Baanbruge (

CORALLUS HORTULANUS
HORTULANUS (LINNAEUS 1758)
AND CORALLUS HORTULANUS
COOKI (GRAY 1842)

Which name must be used is a problem on its own. Is it
Corallus hortulanus or is it Corallus enydris. When Lin-
naeus described this species in 1758, he described hor-
tulanus and enydris on the exact same page. The classic
catalogs of the last century used horfulanus in preferen-
ce fo enydris. The name was changed to enydrisin 1935
by a man named Strull. Linnaeus described enydris on
line 32 of the page and he mentioned hortulanus on line
36. Strull based his choice for enydris on the basis of
what used to be called line priority. However, on this
subject, there are many discussions and | did not want fo
bore you with them. Eventually they chose hortulanus.
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The Netherlands).
Photo by A. Bening.

S

149









_' - i
/ : e | : i
. v g - Pl - Y 4 » Ll

Corallus hortulanus hortulanus. Breeder: mr. Janssons, Den Bosch (The Netherlands). Photo by A. Bening.

Corallus hortulanus hortulanus. Breeder: R. Winkler, Zoeterwoude (The Netherlands). Photo by A. Bening.
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